
                               

Annotated bibliography of print resources on documenting research (lab notebooks).

Barker, Kathy.   At the Bench: A Laboratory Navigator, updated edition,   Cold Spring Harbor
Laboratory Press,   Cold Spring Harbor, NY:   (2005),   465p.

Pages 89-99 give a detailed description of how to keep a good lab notebook and why you
should do so.

“Truth or Consequences,”   Research Ethics: Cases and Commentaries, vol. 3,   Brian Shrag, ed,
Association for Practical and Professional Ethics,   (1999).

A two-part case study on the consequences of a collaborator keeping a poorly updated
laboratory notebook and accusations of data misrepresentation and falsification.  This
case is fairly long, but illustrates why you and anyone you work with should keep
consistently complete notes.  This text, and other volumes from the series, may be
ordered directly from Indiana University at http://www.indiana.edu/~appe/cases.html.

• For an in-class activity, show examples of documentation from a real lab notebook (with
identifying details blacked out) and discuss what items are good or bad from each example.


