
Academic Career Paths
More Options Than You May Realize

• Different types of academic institutions 
• Different personalities of institutions
• Different kinds of positions at academic 

institutions 
– both on and off the tenure track

• Different requirements for the “same”
academic positions



Academic Career Paths
More Options Than You May Realize

• The Carnegie Classification of Institutions 
of Higher Education 
– Doctorate-granting Universities
– Master’s Colleges and Universities
– Baccalaureate Colleges
– Associate’s Colleges
– Special Focus Institutions
– Tribal Colleges 

The Carnegie Classification of Institutions of Higher Education,
http://www.carnegiefoundation.org/Classification/ 
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Academic Career Paths
More Options Than You May Realize

• Different kinds of positions at academic 
institutions 
– On the tenure track

• Assistant Professor, Associate Professor, 
Professor, (Professor Emeritus)

– Off the tenure track
• Scientist, Research Associate, Research 

Coordinator, Instrumentation Specialist, Faculty 
Associate, Professor of Practice, Adjunct 
Professor, Lecturer, Instructor, Laboratory 
Coordinator, etc.


